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Advent Newsletter 2018
From the Pastor’s Study
This is my first Advent season with you, the good people of Trinity Christian
UCC. I am looking forward to learning your traditions and experiencing the season
in Skippack.
This season of Advent is a busy time of the year. We try to cram as much as
we can into a very short period of time. We shop. We decorate. We bake. We create and send cards. We try to find the perfect gift for each person and the perfect
card for each family. We put a lot of pressure on ourselves to get this season right.
Unfortunately, all the busy-ness takes our focus away from our faith. This
year, our Outreach committee has new “Jesus is the Reason for the Season” lawn
signs to remind both ourselves and our community that the Christian faith is the
heart of the season of Advent. We have 4 weeks set aside each year to prepare to
welcome Jesus into the world and into our hearts. This is a time to deepen our faith
and to consider how our Christian faith intersects with our lives. Instead of pressuring ourselves to get everything done, we must remember that Jesus is the heart of
the holiday season. Instead of crossing off chores on our to-do lists, we are invited
to take an inventory of our faith lives. Are we working to keep Jesus at the center of
our lives? In this season of excess, are we focusing our attention on God?
I know it is a struggle for all of us to focus on our faith as we also complete
our pre-Christmas preparations. I live with a 9 year old who expects Santa to bring
her the presents on her list. Lucia experiences the Advent season as a magical time
of the year, with Advent Calendars revealing a treat each day and St. Nicholas filling
her shoes with candy. Mysteries abound. But, I try to keep our lives grounded in
the Christian faith. Lucia and I have an Advent wreath on our kitchen table. Every
evening we are together, before we eat supper, we light the Advent candles, read a
scripture, say a prayer and sing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” I have done this with
Lucia since she was very little because we both need to be reminded that this season
is about more than our accumulation of stuff and eating treats. This season is about
inviting Jesus, our Emmanuel, to come into our hearts.
I pray as you complete your Advent preparations that you will feel the love
of our Holy Spirit each day. I pray that we all remember our faith in Jesus and our
God is the true purpose of this season. May it be so!
Pastor Amelie

Prayer Team
Something that meant a lot to me these past 6 months:
One night I dreamed a dream. As I was walking along the beach with my
Lord, across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life. For each scene, I
noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, one belonging to me and one to
my Lord.
After the last scene of my life flashed before me, I looked back at the footprints in the sand. I noticed that at many times along the path of my life,
especially at the very lowest and saddest times, there was only one set of
footprints.
This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it. “Lord, you said once
I decided to follow you, you'd walk with me all the way. But I noticed that
during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life, there was only
one set of footprints. I don't understand why, when I needed You the most,
You would leave me."
He whispered, “My precious child, I love you and will never leave you.
Never, ever, during your trials and testings. When you saw only one set of
footprints, it was then that I carried you."
I know the Lord carried me through my difficulties. He will carry you too!
Janet Crossgrove
_______________________________________
The prayer teams continues to get together the second Tuesday of every
month in the Narthex of the Church. We discuss and pray for all the requests received since our prior time together.
We would love to have you join us. If you’re not comfortable praying in
front of others, that’s OK; you can be there to give us moral support. You
can also be part of our email chain and pray on your own if you are unable
to make our meetings.
The prayer wall in the stairwell has been updated. When a request is given
in Church, a card is completed and placed on the wall with a sticker.
Something precious, one of our young children has been placing requests
on the wall.
Any questions, please feel free to contact one of us; Janet Crossgrove,
Harry Crossgrove, MaryAnn Ricci, Marge Brown, and Pastor Amelie.
Remember: If life gets too hard to stand… KNEEL.

It’s Time to Order Poinsettias!
If you would like to purchase a plant in honor or memory of a loved one,
please fill out one of the envelopes on the table in the Narthex and place
it in the offering plate, or give it directly to Ned Schillow. Plants are
$7.00 each. Orders are due no later than Sunday, Dec. 9th. You will be
able to take your plants home after the Christmas Eve Service.

There are CHRISTMAS ANGEL TAGS on the tree in
the Narthex. Each tag lists a gift for a boy or girl that
relies on the Daily Bread Community Food Pantry. If you
are interested in purchasing that gift, please take the
tag. After purchasing the gift, please place the gift
unwrapped gift under the tree by December 16th. Please keep in
mind that the parents are only able to pick three gifts for each child,
so it is better to buy one large gift rather than a lot of small gifts.
Each child gets three gifts, large or small. The Human Services
Committee would like to thank you for your continued support!

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Friday, December 7th—6:00 PM
Young & Old, Singers & Non-Singers
Please join us for some fun and Christmas spirit
by Christmas caroling through the Village of Skippack.
Any questions, contact Nancy Gallagher at 610-584-1468.

The Christmas Cantata, “A Great Light” will
be performed on Sunday, December 9th,
during the 10:15 service. Please invite your
friends and family members! Refreshments
will be served after the service.

The children will present a Christmas
Pageant entitled “The Twelve Symbols of
Christmas” during the 10:15 worship service
on December 16th. The service will be held in
the Education Building. Refreshments will be
served. You won’t want to miss it!

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-Centered Recovery Program that is helpful
for all people who have experienced some type of “hurt, habit, or hangup”, which include: depression; anxiety; addiction to food, alcohol, or
drugs; co-dependency; past or present abuse; as well as other life issues.
Celebrate Recovery meetings are held every Monday evening from
7 pm - 9 pm at Franconia Mennonite Church, 613 Harleysville Pike,
Franconia, PA.
There are pamphlets available on the table in the Narthex.

Christmas Eve Services:
Monday, December 24
Family Worship Service 5:00 PM
Candlelight & Holy Communion Service 7:00 PM
Both services will be held in the Church.
Worship will follow bringing the beauty of the season alive
once again as we celebrate the Christ Child in our midst
through communion and singing our praises by candlelight.

HOAGIE SALE
Saturday, Jan. 19th
10 am - 1 pm (or sell-out)
$6.00 each - Italian, Turkey, Ham & Cheese
Call Harry Crossgrove with any questions at 610-584-0843.
(Pre-orders due by Sunday, January 13th after worship.)

ADVENT WORKSHIP
Sunday, December 2nd
11:30 am - 2:30 pm
This year’s Advent Workshop will be
held in the Education Building immediately following
the worship service. Everyone is welcome to come and
make different crafts in the spirit of the Advent Season. Please
invite family and friends to share in this fun experience. Snacks
will be provided.

Blue Christmas Service
December 21 - 7:00 pm
Sometimes Christmas is not the “happiest time of the
year” for us. We recall past Christmas Seasons. We miss people who celebrated with us. We regret words we said and
things we should have done. We recall seasons that did not
work out the way we expected. And, we are sad.
In this season when we are supposed to feel joyful and
triumphant, it is disconcerting and disheartening to feel unhappy. Instead of shouting from the rooftops, we want to
hide under our covers.
Friday, December 21st, is the darkest day of the year. On
this day of darkness, we are gathering for our Blue Christmas
service. This gathering is for anyone who feels not-sojolly. We will gather in our Education Building’s Fellowship
Hall for a service of remembrance and Holy Communion. We will sing, pray and light candles and give ourselves
permission to admit this season sometimes feels less than
merry for us.

Our gathering will be at 7 pm. Please join us.

DAILY BREAD COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
Support us by shopping on Amazon Smile!
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, Amazon donates.
Click the link below to start supporting the Food Pantry!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-1481813
What is Amazon Smile?
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no
cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the
exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite
charitable organization.
Do I need a separate account for Amazon Smile from my current Amazon account?
No, you use the same account for both amazon.com and
smile.amazon.com! Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.

You may want to bookmark smile.amazon.com to make it even
easier to return and start your shopping at Amazon Smile.
Thank you for your continued support! Please share this with your
friends and neighbors!

Come on out…..
Our Lunch Bunch/Bible Study Group meets in the Education
Building on Tuesdays at noon. It’s a time of learning and fellowshipping with one another. Bring a food to share - it doesn’t have to be
anything elaborate. Any questions, see Pastor Amelie.
Our Adult Sunday School Class meets each week at 9:00 a.m. in
the Education Building. Discussions are held regarding current
events. See Pastor Amelie for more information.

December
12/17
Rita Dickey
12/17
Peggy Hood
12/20
Janet Crossgrove
12/20
Christopher Hayes
12/24
Faye Wagner
12/25
Bob Davis
12/27
Penny Walker

January
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1/26
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Belle Lopez
Jo Ann Davis
Jennifer Riccitelli
Pam Morris
June Fretz
Charles Hayes
Skip Dickey, Jr.
Elaine Becker
Edward Harkins
Laura Parker

February
2/10
Crystal Crossgrove
2/11
Nathan Hayes
2/12
Nancy Gallagher
2/15
Diana Polec
2/17
Dru Schillow
2/17
Chris Morris
2/17
Kevin Sauerwald
2/19
Becky Sauerwald
2/20
Ella Mae Kalbach
2/26
Donald Souder
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